



GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


Any Lowpartial Xuwwestiqator. 





HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER....HATH 
3 


NOT ONE GOD CREATED US...MALACHE 





Borraro, Sarurpay, 


Frsrvary 24, 1827. [Vou V. 





No. 8.] 














DOCTRINAL, 





"It will be recollected by many of our readers, thata 
discourse, delivered by Br.W. I. Reese, at W. Bloom- 
field, in debate with Mr. Millard, a preacher of the 
Christian Connexion, was published in the fourth vol- 
ume of the Advocate ; and intimations were then given 
that some further notice would be taken of the debate. 
Owing to the imperfection of the notes we had taken 
at the time, we had hoped that some one more com- 
petent and better prepared for the task, would have 
furnished a statement of Mr. Millard's arguments ; but 
we have not yet realized such expectations ; ror would 
it, at this late period, be advisable to enter at large into 
the merits of the controversy. Mr. Millard pursued 
the beaten track, in his reply to Br. Reese, and among 
other things, brought forward the ‘sin against the 
holy spirit,” in proofofhis positions, which, not being 
connected with the subject in debate, was not antici- 
pated by Br. Reese. It being agitated by Mr. Millard, 
rendered a subsequent reply not only proper but ne- | 
cossary; and we are happy to present the substance of | 





the discourse, in reply, by Br. Reese on that interest- | 
ing subjeet, to our readers. Aside from its being con- | 
vected with the debate, it contains matter of interest | 
Praise or comment is un- 


to. every enquiring mind. 
necesary; and, what we have received, we give, kind 
reader, unto thee.—Epitons. 
—nea Gen 
TO' THE READER. 

The following remarks, though ferwaded late, were 
accasioned by the debate between Mr. Millard and 
myself, on the 29th Sept. 1826; on which occasion 
my opponent quoted the text which will be seen be- 
low, to which I had not then an opportunity to reply, 
in consequence of previous arrangements. In my re- 
marks on this subject, L have attompted to refute the 
genetal views entertained of it without regard to any 
particular sect of believers. How far I bave succeed- 
ed in this, and also, to establish correct views of the 
missage, the public mustgudge. 
PoE OS TE TET wt, REBBE, 

EXPOSITION OF MAT. XII. 21, 32. 

‘* Wherefore I say unto you, all mazaer of sin and 
ilasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ; tnt the blasphe- 
my against the Holy Ghost, shall not be forgiven unto 
men; and whosoever speaketh a word against the Son 
af man, it shall bé forgiven him ; but whosocver spea- 
hketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 
ome.” —Conmon Verston, 

“| Wherefore I assure you, all sin and blasphemy will 
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be forgiven to men, but the blasplemy against the spirit 
will not be forgiven to men: and whosoever speaketh a 
word agzinst the Son of man, it will be forgiven him ; 
but whosoever speaketh aguinst the Holy Spirit, it will 
not be forgiven him, neither in this nor in the coming 
age.” —Kxeevanp'’s TransLatioy. 


When we look into the creeds and writings 
of our opponents, and compare their arguments 
there with their views of this subject, we find 
their sentiments to depose against themselves. 
For it is there said, that the sin of which my 
text speaks, is sin against the light of divine 
truth. Mr, Russel says, that, in order to com- 
mit the sin against the Holy Spirit, there must 
be “xicut in the head, and malice in the 
heart.” All sin against the light thea, is sin 
against the Foly Spirit. Hence, no one, desti« 
tute of this blest light can commit this sin. If 
this sin have no forgiveness in time nor in e- 
ternity, as says modern orthodoxy, (and all 
other sins will be forgiven on the grounds, even 
of the common notions of forgiveness,) and 


| tais sin came by sinning against light given 


us by the Almighty, and this could not have 
been without our being brought fo +the light by 
him, could I not, with propriety, pray God to 
keep us from the light or the knowledge of the 
truth ? Is not this calculated to confirm peo- 
ple in delusion, and make them fear this dane 
gerous light, lest they should resist it, and 
thereby involve themselves in endless ruin ? Is 
it at all to be wondered at, that orthodoxy for 
several years past, has been so unsuceessful > 
Was there ever a more suitable system of mock 
theology to lull the wicked in their wickedness 
than this? For, observe, it is an undeniable 
truth, according to the text, that “ all manner 
of six and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men.” ‘This, to say the least, in the light of 
modern theology, must include all the sins of 
the unregenerated part of mankind, who have 
never sinned against the Holy Spirit ; and it is 
useless for such teachers to attempt to save 
their sinking system from this coucliSion,— 
How then must their unregenerate understand 
this ? (for surely all are capable of understand- 
ing the above conclusion.) The answer to this 
question is obvious: The witked will infer, 
(and it is the only just inference that can be 
drawn from the orthodox views of forgiveness,) 
that all their sins will be forgiven them so as 
not to be punished at all!‘ Whereas, if they 
should become converted and enlightened, and 
commit sin in such state, which they must ac« 
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cording to. the same theory, they are never to 
have forgiveness, but render themselves liable 
to endless damnation !! Hence, such persons 
will choose to remain unenlightened as more 
safe than the opposite ; and no one will ques- 
tion the wisdom of such choice, if the premi- 
ses I am examining be correct !! 

All will readily perceive,from the vulgar views of 
sin, forgiveness, and endless misery drawn from 


the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, that all | 


infants, idiots, and heathen,—in short all the 
unregenerate, will be saved if they die in such 





state, or in ignorance, but not otherwise. Ev- | 
ery enlightened person, whether Jew or Gen- | 
tile, must give up all hope of salvation, “ For } 
there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth | 
good and siuneth not.”—Eccl. vii. 20. Of | 
course, all the elect will be endlessly condem- | 
ned, but the non-elect not being enlightened, | 
and, therefore, never having committed the sin 
against the Holy Spirit, will be saved !! And 
what gives lustre to this system is, there is no 
change after death!!  Thisis turning the | 
world upside down with a witness. This is | 
peopling hell with saints and heaven with sin- 
ners ; and, shocking as it may seem, THERE 
WILL BE NO CHANGE AFTER DEATH ! 

It is truly a matter of astonishment, that those 
sages. whose premises result in such direful 
consequences to every regenerate person, are 
still en d, with enthusiastick zeal to enligh- 
ten the sottish and beniglited heathen !_ Sure- 
ly, instead of there being “salvation inscribed 
on every dollar” given to promote thesmission- 
ary scheme, the case is otherwise, For if I 
have not exaggerated the subject, and I believe 
Ihave not, every attempt on this ground to 
save the heathen, is only to fit those unsuspec- 
ting mortals for temediless wo!! — Let pre- 
tended soul-savers look at this and change their 
course... But, in order to fully meet and refute 
this system, I need only observe, 

1. The Holy Spirit was given to guide us 
into all truth and not fit us to abuse its divine 
influence, nor seal us ‘over to inevitable des- 
pair. 
2. The doctrine of endless misery can never 
be supported by analogy or scripture ; for it 
supposes an effect without an adequate cause. 
As no stream can rise above its fountain, so 
no effect can superabound its cause, ‘The doc- 
trine of infinite demerit has driven many to 
despair and suicide, and well it might, when 
fully believed. For when we are persuaded of ! 
the absurd idea, that one is “ infinitely guilty,” | 
and have any just notion of infinity, the infer- | 
ence will be, nay, must be, that in order to re- | 

i 
| 
| 





| 





pent of such guilt, an act more than infinite 
must be performed, which is out of the power 
of Deity himself. On this ground, repentance 
is impossible! And it is an abuse of sound 
sense and sober reason to exhort “ infinitely 
guilty” creatures.to “cease todo evil, and learn 
to do well.” 





oe a a 

3. But the text, with its parallel, Mark iii. 
28, teaches us that “ all sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies where- 
with soever they shall blaspheme.” This ex- 
pression is cvidently without limitation, and, 
therefore, admits of noexception, “ All sins— 
and blasphemies wherewithsoever—all manner 
of sin and blasphemy,” must include every sin, 
not excepting the sin against the Holy Spirit. 
Tam aware, that the usual mode of quoting this 
text is, that all sins shall be forgiven, except 
the sin against the Holy Spirit. There is how- 
ever, no exceptioi in the case. The word 
“ but” in the text, is not equivalent to “ except;”’ 
for in that case, it would govern the noun 
“ blasphemy” as an objective ; whereas, it is 
the nominative to the verb shall be forgiven, 
qualified by the particle ** not.” Let the text 
be fairly understood, and the notion under con- 
sideration will be given up. 

4, What still further confirms this, is the 
parenthetical reading in the text in Matthew. 
And I have often wondered how all our trans- 
lators, both ancient and modern, have over- 
looked it. I will arrange the text in this way ; 
and as every one knows that a parenthesis docs 
not alter the sense of a passage, no one will 
suspect a disposition in the writer to turn the 
subject aside from our Lord’s meaning.— 
“ Wherefore, I say unto you, all manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men, 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall 
not be forgiven unto men; (and whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever speak- 
eth against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be for- 
given him,) neither in this world, neither in the 
worl@ to come.” Ilere, in the common ver- 
sion, the Greek words “ aute en touto to aioni, 
aute en to mellonti,” are unwarrantably trans- 
lated “neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.” Dr. Campbell, “ neither in 
this state,” &c. Dr. A. Clarke, on the place, 
says, “ Though I follow the common transla- 
tion, yet I am fully satisfied, that the meaning 
of the words is neither in this dispensation 
(viz. the Jewish,) nor in that whieh is to come, 
(viz, the Christian,) Olam ha-bo, the world to 
come, is a constant phrase for the times of the 
Messiah, by the Jewish writers.” 

By observing the parenthesis in the text, it 
will be perceived, that thé meaning of our Lord 
is fully expressed in the language which pre- 
cedes and follows it, and is as plainly qualified 
and limited ; thus, “ Wherefore I say unto you, 
all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for- 
given unto men, but the blasphemy against the 
Holy, shall not be forgiven unto men-— 
neither in this dispensation,(viz. the Jewish) or 
in that which is to come, (viz. the Christian.) 
The parenthetical reading which intervenes is 
explanatory of the difference between speaking 

inst a messenger or his message. For un- 
doubtedly, the “ Holy Spirit” mentioned in the 
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iext, is the same as the “ spirit (or doctrine) of pable of containing a philosophical idea, knows 


30d,” 1.Jehn, iv. 1,2. “ Beloved, believe 


notevery spirit, (or doctrinc) but try the spirits | 


(or doctrines ) whether they are of God: be- 
cause many false préphets have gone out into 


the world,” [i.e. to teach false doctrines. ]— | 


‘Hereby know ye the spirit of God; every 
spirit (or doctrine) that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God.” Evy- 
ery one knows, that one may speak against 
a messenger, yet partake of all the 
The parentheticel read- 
ing is qualified by the last clause of the 
text, and may be paraphrased thus: “If 
you speak against me, who am the bearer of 
the tidings of peace and good will, this will 
not be considered a barricr to your believing 


benefits 


that, as the mind of a good earthly parent is 
more powerfully directed to the reformation of 
his offending child, than to the immediate cause 
which gave cocsaion to the stripes, he, in the 
very act of chustising, forgives the offender, 
and it cannot be otherwise ; though a reforma- 
tion may not be produced the first week ior 
the week to come. This holds in regard to the 
forgiveness of God, Isa. xl, 2. “ Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her ini- 


‘quity is PARDONED; (GG for she hath re- 


ceived of the Lord’s hand double for all her 


‘ sins.” See, also, Ps, xcix. 8, and numbers. xiv. 


my doctrine which teaches the forgiveness of | 


Sins ; 
pheme the rery message | bring you, so as to 
give it no atteution except to abuse it, while this 
your dispensation lasts, soon my disciples will 
bear the same “ spirit of truth,” to the Gentiles, 


but if you continue to deride and blas- | 


whom you, in your partial views abhor, and | 


to whom nothing can unite you but the “ min- 
istry of reconciliation,” and thereby you will 
lose the opportunity of realézing a forgiveness 
of sias in this age, and also in that which is 
to follow. You have ascribed my power of 
working miracles to Beelzebub, and treated my 
“ words” with scorn, which are both “ sprnir 
and life.”—John vi. 63. 

5. In bringing this article to 2 close, it may 
he well toconsider the nature of forgiveness, in 
relation to those characters who were not to be 
forgiven in the time above specified by our Lord, 
When it is uaderstood that “ blindness ‘in part, 


our subject mast have a national, and not 
merely an individual application. For many 
of the Jews in their own ege, and also in that 


of the Gentiles, became converts to Christian- | 


ity; but as a vation, they still rejeet tho gospel 
of Christ. But is this an objection to their fi- 
nally realizing forgiveness and salyation? ‘To 
this I shall now attend, 

A Being, who is of * one mind, without va- 
riableness or shadow of turning, loves the world 
and commends his love to sinners,” must forever 
possess a forgiving dispasition towards his offen- 
ding offspring. Tlence, forgiveness ercr dwells 
in the bosamof the® Mather of the spirits of all 
{lesh.” I know, “the disputers of this age” have 
literal and moral forgiveness 
in one mass, but the compound is such that it 
imay casi ybe anal zed, As no one can perceive 
how an wrchanging God can act with a forgiv- 
ing disposition towards his creatures at one 
time, and at another act directly and positively 
comrary, one would think that this alone would 
show, that if there be any such thing as moral 
forgiveness, it must be consistent with the con- 
duct of the Deity, in chastising his children for 
their good, As every one, whose head is ca- 





| 


| multitude of his mercies, 


17, 23. ‘The most that can be said, then, is, 
that, though “ forgiveness is ever with God,” 
the state of the Jews has been and still is such, 
that they have not, as a people, experisnced the 
pardoning love of the Almighty. But the De- 
liverer is yet to come out of Zion, and turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob. “ For the Lord will 
not cast off forever, but, though he cause grief, 
yet will he have ¢ompassion according to the 
For he doth not 
afilict willingly nor grieve the children of men,” 
Sam. in, 31, 33. 
= 
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INFANTILE DEPRAVITY. 

It is the general opinion of the christian world, that 
infants are born with natures which are sinful, and that 
they received this sinful nature from Adam; or in o- 


| ther words, ‘ that ail mankind descending from Adam 
happened to Israel, it will be perceived, that | 





by ordinsry generation sinned im him and fell with him 
in his first transgression.”” This sinful, nature of in- 
fants is termed original sin, by Divines and others. 
This is a point of so much importance, atid is s0 in- 
terwoven with the introduction of sin by the first man 
and woman, that no man can have a correct idea of the 
system of divinity, who in this point, is incorrect. 
fin, according to St. Paul, is the transgression of 
the Law. Again, wheic there is no law there is no 
transgression. Although a law may exist, and be .n 
force respecting beings who are capable of the knowl- 
edge of it; yot beings ineapable of knowing the Law, 
are in fact, without Law, and if without Law they are 
without transgression. Now if infants are incapable 
of knowing the Law, they are, consequently, without 
law ; tho conclusion is, they are without sin or trans- 
gression. The death of the body has been, and still 
is considered as the consequence of sin, and as infants 
die, the argument is, they must be sinful. The fallacy 
of this argument appears in the suppesition that the 
death of the body is the consequence of sin. This is 
not the ease. Man’s body being formed of the dust 
of the ground, and the breath cf life within him being 
the air which he inhales; he must of course, 
be subject to decompos:tion or death. When 
the several elements composing his body are separat- 
ed or decomposeg: which is liable to be the ease from 
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many obstruetions within the body and from innumer- 
able dangers without the body, then the body dies, and 
inactivity and death in every part of it are visible. 


In short, the laws of gravitation, and those of mate- | 


rial bodies universally must cease their operation; o- 
therwise human and inhuman creatures formed of mat- 
ter must be subject to the variety of pains, distresses 
and death itself. Therefore, considering what matter 


ever have been immortal. If man had never smned, 
his body would have been as mortal as it now is, and 
he would have been equally subject to pain, distress 
and death. Hence it is utterly unphilosophical to im- 
pute immortality, (even in a state of innocence, ) to a- 


ny human body. The arrow, which by piercing the | 


heart would put-an end to cur natural life, would c- 

qually, in his state of innocence, have put a period to 

Adam’s jife, The rock froma mountain, which would 

have crushed us, would equally have crushed Adam 

to death. Thusthe death of infants is no proof of 
~ their sinfulness, 

It is generally supposed that St. Paul meant infants 
when he said, Nevertheless death reigned from Adam 
to Moses even over them, who had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam’s transgression. Rom. y. 14. 


There are but a few texts by which Christians have | 


heen led into the belief of Infantile depravity. Tlic 
- i. Ps. and 5 verge, has been pressed into this service. 


ther conceive me. I shall only observe on this, that 
the mistake in the explanation of this text consists in 
imputing the sin of conception to the child, which be- 
longed solely tothe mother. St. Paul says, As in A- 
dam all dic. This must be understood of the earthly 
nature, for Adam signifies earthly. 
both old and young, die. 


Tn that nature all, 
Hence infants, who have 


not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgres- | 


sion, are subject to pain, distress and death equally 
with Adults, and no other reason can be given for it, 
only that the creature was made subject to this varicty 
in his formation. Hence it follows likewise, that men 
descending from Adam by ordinary generation did not 
sin in him nor fall with him in his first transgression. 
His descendants only inherit the same earthly nature 
with Adam, which is subject to the same variety of 
sin and imperfection when they become capable of it. 
The brute creation, likewise, are subject to death, but 
not as a consequence of their sin, but as the natural 
and necessary,consequence of being formed of matter. 
It may then be inquired why all men do sin, when 
they come to years of understanding ? Ans, They 
were formed of matter, with all the liabilities attached 
fo matter; with all the passions and appetites necessa- 
ry for an earthly man, which, though complete and 
sinless in themselves, are liable in their operation, to 
be indulged to excess and towards unlawful and for- 
bidden objects. Indeed, the czistence of a law and 
the knowledge of the law are necessary to the commis- 
sion of sin; for without law, or if there were a law 
and yet man had no knowledge of it, in either of these 
cases, with all the liabilities attached to an carthy bo, 
dy, man could not commit sin. j 





The force of al} that has been said goes to prove, 
that as infants can have no knowledge of any law, so 
neither can they sin against any law. ‘That they are 
sinners by nature, (meaning their state of destitution 
of any knowledge and their inactivity, )is an absurdity. 
For what issin? Is it a dead inactiveprinciple, as sonre 
suppose who term it the sin of nature? No; no such 


, thing. 
- . a . “2 « { 
is and what its laws must of necessity be; it ts impos- | 
sible that a human creature formed of the dust should | 


In the sacred writings wo have no account of sin 
excepting those volitioms, words or actions, by which 
Now infants be 
guilty in any of these senses? Can they discern be- 
tween their right hand and their left? Haye they the 
knowledge of good or evil 7 Have they the knowledge 


a known law is transgressed. can 


scnse 
then, can they be sinful ? It will be said, perhaps, that 
they have naturally an evil propensity inclining them 
to sin. that 
what they have called the sin of nature; which we 
have already refuted; the truthis, we cau conceive of 
no sin without taking into view a law and the knowl- 
edge of that law, andthen of an action or volition by 
which that law is transgressed, 
REMARKS. 

This subject, I am convinced, if men would candid 
ly consider it would satisfy their minds respecting the 
introduction of moral evil or sin, and the continuance 
of it among all generations tothe present time. Thex 


of, or are they amenable to any law? In what 


This can mean nothing more nor less 


| 18,00 necessity of supposing thet a distinct being from 
Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mo- | 


man sheuld be the tempter ofiman, for manig tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own lusts and entiecd, 

Thus wken the forbidden fruit appeared pleasant to 
the eyes of our mother, she judging that it was a tree 
to be desired to make one wise, eats of the same and 
so was drawn away by her own lusts. Misjudging of 
her interest, she acted contrary to that, which she 
knew to be her duty, and thus broughi guilt on herself. 
This guilt, which is always accompanied with fear and 
torment, was the death of which she had been fore- 
warned and which she died on the day of transgressign. 
This was the case with Adam. They both discovered 
guilt. They were guilty & consequently wretched. Now 
we can gono where to find why they transgressed, only to 
them:e!ves; they were made subject to this vanity by 
theirformation. The assembly of Divines say, that no 
mere man since the fall is able perfectly tg keep the com- 
mandments of God ; it appears by the foregoing account, 
that Adam and Eve were unable to keep the law per- 
fectly before the fall. Thus with Adam’s posterity the) 
are as innecent, and as free from sin when born,as Adam 
was befure he transgressed, and it is not to any taint 
of sin derived from Adam, that all his children sin 
when they come to ycars of understanding; but to their 
formation like him, in which they are subject to the 
same vanity. Adam’s innocence did not secure him 
from sin; so neither docs tho innocence of his poster- 
ity frec them from sin, 

‘There is one plaustble objection against this duc 
trine, it is this; that if infants are innocent and free 
from sin, they cannot be saved by grace. Ans. Is it 
not grace, by which Adults are kept from many sins ? 
is it not restraining grace? ‘The sins from which A- 
dults are restrainod, are sins of which they were nev. 
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er guilty; yet they are saved from them by restraining 
grace. So infants are mnocent to bo sure ; yet are they 
not by death, prevented from sins, which they would 
have committed ifthey had lived ? Certainly. Then here 
is preventing grace, and they are saved by that. Add 
w this their resurrection in Christ, (for infants equally 
with adults are subjects of the resurrection,) and it will 
appear that their salvation is by grace. All are gath- 
ered together in one, even in Christ in the resurrec- 
tion. 

Having, as I think, sufficiently shown that infants 
re not polluted with sin; that descending from Adam 
by ordinary generation, they did not sin in him nor fall 
with him in his first transgression; I will now take 
notice of one consequence, which must follow, if the 
doctrine of infantile depravity be true. It is a conse- 
quence almost universally unnoticed by writers in sup- 
port of such depravity, and seems to be passed by, ei- 
ther without thought on the subject, or because, jn its 
nature, it is unanswerable. The consequence to which 
f allude, is this ; 
born sinful and morally defiled, wil! it not follow that 


if infants descended from Adam, are 


this was the case with the infaut Jesus! [He was the 


seed of Abraham and of David according to the flesh; 





why then not polluted and sinful as other infants 7— 


How shockinzly would this thought strike the mind, 








andl how contrary to the declarations concerning him ! 
Was it not said to Mary, that that> holy thi: 


hould bé called the 


God? Was ho not holy,harmless, &c. Was not he 





1 
witch 








should be born of her, Son of 





without sin? How could this be when he wa 
a2 woman, meade of a woman, und made under the lar ; 
I say, how would he be s, when all other infants 
are polluted and defiled with sin 7 





the woman, why was he not tainted with sin, as all 
other infants are said to be ? In short, I appeal to the 
justice and wisdom of the fathers and brethren of 
ebristian church, whether the doctrine of the depravi- 
ty of infants, will not involve a diffi: ulty which neither 
the wisdom of man in one case, nor the art nor soph- 
istry of man in another, can ever explain to the satis- 
faction of a candid mind. T. G. 
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** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.’’ 


INCREASE OF LIGHT. 


To all Who desire to have truth prevail, it is grati- 


fying to hear of its advancement. ‘Those who delight 
to pore over the remnants of theological darkness, 
and cortent themselves under the preaching of those 
whose interest leads them to sing the praises of popu- 
Jar error, know very little of the true condition of our 
eountry in a religious point of view. 





Troth, in ten 
thousand ways, is sapping the very foundation of er- 
ror. The North is giving up, andthe South keeps not 
back : the revivifying rays of gospel light are shining 
in the East, and the Wrest is already illuminated by its 
gTulgent beams. : , 
scena great light, 

A letter bearing date, Chilicothe, 0. Feb. 3, 1827, 
gives as the followir ‘escription of the moral condi- 
tion of that place + “The 


Truly, they that sat in darkness have 


region round 


about. 


Lorn of } 


Being the seed of 





tine | 





prospect in this country is truly gladdening to the hearts 
of all the friends of Gospel Liberty. ‘The great I AM 
speeds the good work. Thousands who have long 
bowed the knee to Baal, and who have sat in darkness 
and the region of the shadow of death, may now say 
‘light has sprung up:’ they now are enquising tue way 
to Zion, having their faces thitherward. The rapid 
progress that liberal and rational christianity is making 
in this part of God’s heritage, istruly astonishing. * 3s 
is the Lord’s doing, and marvellcus in ovr eyes.’ 1 





met a day or two since with an aged man, whose locks 
were blossoming for the tomb, who has lately been de- 
livered from the grievous bondage of error and supersti- 
tion into the glorious liberty of that truth which mak- 
eth free. * Ah,’ said he, the tears trickling down his 
furrowed checks, ‘{£ have long neglected this great 
salvation: I have long worshipped them which are no 
Gods; but now, blessed be the truce God, the seales 
I shall now depart in peace; for 
mine eyes have seen the salcation of God.’ Such 
language bursts forth whereverI go, Multitudes Nave 
tasted and seen that the Lord is good unto all, and 
May 


God grant that the good work may g0 on until an 


have Icft mine eyes: 


that bis tender mercies are over all his works ! 


emancipated Universe shall sheut hallelujah to eur 
God.” 

The above is but one instance among a thousand 7 
a similar description, which might be noticed. The 
and truth, with rap- 





wilderness blossoms like the rose; 
id strides, is travelling onward to the grand consumma- 
tion. ‘Fhe aged, are receiving into their heafts the 
bulm cf Gilead: the middle aged, are seckirg, “and 
finding the truth: the young are beginning to ponder: 
the wonderful mercy of God; and the time will soon 
arrive when, 

‘Infant voices shall proclaim 

The hou 1's uname.’ 


xcs of Immanu 


An aged and highly respocted brother residing about 
two hundred miles cast of this place, in view of the 
increase of light, exhorts us to “blow the jubilee trum- 
’ and had we the abili- 
ty, the sou)-saving theme of cternal love should soon 





pet to earth’s remotest bour 


be substituted throughout the widely extended heri- 
tage of God, for th 
As 
God of the universe; ard would; with thousands of 


tormeating jargon of wo, misery, 
and degth ! itis, we feel thankful to the great 
happy believers begin now the anthem of heaven kere 
on earth, by saying “ glory to God in the highest, ou 
earth peace, good will towards men.” 
~-9-<- 
AN APPZTAL TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 

For mong THAN Four years, a weekly religious paper, 
entitled the GOSPEL ADVOCATE, has been published 
in the village of Buffalo, N. Y; which has earnestly con- 
tended for the doctrine of a free and Universarn Satva- 
TION OF ALL MANKIND. Unlike the publications of othe: 
denominations, its columns have at all times been open. to 
reccive the arguments of those who muintain the doctrine 
ef a vindictive God and endless hell; and they have at 
length found that “ their strength is to sit still.” The en- 
emies of the Advocate have resorted to denunciations ra- 
ther than to argument; they have saz that its sentiments 
are pernicious, but have failed to substantiate their assex: 
tions by proof; they have tried to prevent its circulation, 
but have failed ! They have adopted the language of Gane 
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aliel, and said of us, “ refrain from these men and let them 
Alone; for if this counsel, or this work, be of men, it will 
come to nought ; but if itbe of God ye cannot overthrow it; 
and the fact that it yet stands, is, according to the declara- 
tions of its enemies, an evidence that our work is ‘ oF Gop!’ 

From a very small beginning the patronage of the Gospel 
Advocate has increased, tntil now THREE THOUSAND co- 


consequences to himself, felt ail the terrors of 
his situation ; and in the midst of astonishment 


, on hearing the assurance given by the apostles, 


PIES ARE PUBLISHED EVERY WEEK!! And with these facts , 


before us we solemnly appeal to the WHOLE WORLD in its 
behalf! We call upon our learned opponents to enter our 
columns and convince the public, if they can, that our sen- 
timents are cither erréncous or pernicions : We call upon 
a'l who are willing to investigate the everlasting concerns 


of time and eternity, to give our arguments a candid inves- 


tigation: We eall upon the friends of religion, of every 
name and denomination, wheresoever scattered abroad in 
the earth, to aid us in the importayt work of investigation 
which is going on: And we do most solemnly pledge our- 
selves hefore the Owner of Creation, to keep our minds o- 
pen to conviction, and our hauds prepared to publish to the 
wor'd, whatever appears as truth. 





We fearlessly assume the position, that the dogma of an , ©) . 1 7 ies 
' the effect thus produced, rested entirely upon the 


endess hell with its concomitants, is peRNierous in the 
most extensive and unqualified sense of the word; that so 
far from restraining the untutored passions of mankind, it 
tends to blunt the tender sensibilities ofour nature, remove 
far away the evil day, and lead to sin and misery the chil- 
dren of men, by promising an escape on-easy conditious, 
from the consequences of sin; that it is neither good to 
live by, nor to die by; THAT THE WHOLE scnemE or 
ENDLESS TORTURE is in direct opposition to enlightencd 
reason, at variance with ali the natural and moral perfec- 
tons of God, abhorrent to the best feelings and principles 
oflimmanity ; and condemned by the scriptures. of divine 
truth. And we pledge ourseives to the public, that when- 
ever our oppenents willenter our columns, and attempt to 
confute us with argument or scripture testimony, cithe 
er to sustain the foregoing premises, or acknowledge 
ourselyésin the fault! We do, therefore, with undiminish- 
ed confidence'in God and aliberal public, invite all, with- 
out any reference to names or parties, to give us a patient 
hearing before they decide for or against the cause we have 
espoused. 











MISCELLANY. 


“* Prompt to improve aad to invite, 
“We blend instruction with delight.” 








[From the Herald of Salvation.] 


EXPERIENCE. 


The scriptures are as destitute of terms, by | 


which the modern notions of christian experi- 
ence are expressed, as the first conyerts to 
christianity appear to have been, of the sensa- 
tions, and emotions which it produces, As 
evidence, we urge the various recorded instan- 
ces, from the moment when Peter addressed the 


multitude on the day of Penticost, to that of 


Paul to the Jews of Rome, and which closes 
the Apostolic history. During this whole pe- 
riod, in which several instances of conversion 
are very circumstantially related, nothing re- 
sembling a modern experience once occurs.— 
The Jews exclaim—* Men and brethren, what 
¢hall we do?’ of others it is said--the Lord 
opened their hearts : the jailor under the appre- 
hension that on the opening of the prison doors, 





| 
| 
| 


“came trembling, and fell down before Saul 
and Silas, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” The alarm exhibited in this instance, 
seems not to have arisen so much from religious 
considerations, as from the apprehensions of 
the ccnsequences of having suffered the pris- 
oners to escape. ‘These fears, operating with 
a possible superstitious veneration of the apos- 
tles, (which was certainly more than once man- 
fested towards them,) might work effectually 
the appeal which was made to them, 

Another, and perhaps the most perfect scrip- 
ture example of conversion, is that of Saul of 
Tarsus. A bright light shone about him: he 
heard a voice, and he fell to the ground ;_ he in- 
quired what he should do, and received such in- 
structions as governed his whole after-life. But 


evidence of divine truth, furnished at the time 
of the reveiation ; and not upon any other ex- 
ercise of mind whatever. And indeed, as the 
attainment of gospel truth, is the object of con- 
version: that state of mind which is least en- 
cumbered by the influence of passion, must be 
the most proper and best ; and this was evi- 
dently enjoyed by the first christian converts, 
as the truth was received by them with under- 
standing, and with power. 

But in this our day, the course of experience 
antecedent to and connected with conversion, 
is every way terrible. Those who survive it, 
and join the church in consequence, generaily 
do so before they can render one cousistent 
reason for it, or give a sober account of the ev- 
idence by which they now believe, Many siak 
under the burden of their woes, into absolute 
despair—terminating in the most hopeless and 
irremediable mental derangoment, or suicide. 
Nor is it matter of surprise that these dreadfui 
effects are so common, when the means, and 
measures for producing them are. taken_into 
consideration, Some fanatic whose bosom is 
an exuberant furnace of awakening fire, com- 
mences the work : the pulpit becomes the sanc- 
tuary of madness. whence anathemias and in- 
precations only befitting demons, are thundered 
forth : the schools, instead of places of clemen- 
tary learning, are converted into metaphysical 
nurseries, where the tender mind is tortured 
with the application of every threat and denun- 
ciation which the ample resources of supersti 
tion can furnish ; the domestic sanctuary is in 
yaded: the secret concerns of families are in- 
quired into, audehushands, and fathers, wives, 
sons, and daughters assailed with denuncia- 
tions of the heaviest penalties at the disposal of 
Almighty wrath. 

The consequence 1s, that minds whose sen- 
sibilities are the most acute, sink down into a 
“ moping melancholy.” They become oppres- 


the prisoners had escaped, and knowing the sed with the strongest and most distressing 
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convictions of sin: they feel great grief and , 
compunction for their wickedness, and awful | 
apprehensions of the impending wrath of God. 
In one word, guilt and horror haunt their minds, 
heaven frowns above them, and hell yawns be- 
neath to receive them. After a longer or short- 
er endurance of these almost intolerable suffer- 
ings, the clouds disperse—their load of guilt and 
wo, is instantaneously removed—their agoniz- 
ing tortures cease ; and a holy calm—a deep | 
devotional composure—a fervent, animating 
and benignant love succeeds, The God of , 
whose mercy they had despaired, is now scca | 
smiling in sweet complacency upon them—the 
heaven which had been shrouded in darkness, 
is now presented in open vision, and displays 
its unfading glories—and the voice which but 
lately had only been heard in sighs, and groans, 
and lamentations, now breaks forth in songs of 
triumph, and is attuned to chaunt the praises 
of the living God—to offer its petitions on his 
altar, and to call down benedictions on sinful 
man, 

But in all this, we only behold the rage of 
passion, and the triumph of fear—an exercise 
every way dissimilar to the calm, inquiring, 
and convincing process, which wrought eflect- 
ually to the conversion of the primitive chris- 
tians. 5. 

HOBO 
ORIGINAL ANEHODOTE. 
A clergyman, in this vicinity, not long since, | 


2 


in comment on II Peter iii. 7, after explaining | 
that the passage referred to a last and final | 
judgment, and giving a lucid picture of his in- ' 
fernal majesty, closed by saying, that “if you | 
take a sinner from fell, after having been | 
scorching and singeing there for a thousand | 
years, and put him in a stove where they burn 
Lehigh coal, he would freeze tv death ina 
moment.”’—Christian Telescope. 
He yor 

Religious Sympathy.—One of the delightful 
fruits of christianity is the pious friendship it 
forms. “As in water face answereth to face, 
sothe heart of man to man,” This intimate com- | 
ynurion of Christianity it is joyous to witness, 
éspecially in young persons, Where formal re- 
ligion preyails—where there exists a shyness 
about conversing on these topies, it is not un- 
charitable, we trust, to infer, that vital piety.is 
almost a stranger to the heart, “ They thaty’ 
feared the Lord spake often one to another,” 
prophesied Malachi. 

—"e Qe 

Books.—You complain, my Lucilius, that 
where you are there is a mighty scarcity of books. 
You should consider it not the multiplicity, but 
the goodness of that commodity which you ought 
to regard ; perusing a number of books it is truc 
gives pleasure ; but ’tis a fixed and certain read- 
ing that affords benefit ; for whosoever resolves 
to arrive At any particular place, pursues his 
journéy thro’ one, not various roads, for that 
would be not travel but to wander.—Seneca. 





THH MORGAN AFFAIR. 

We have not till withina few days been apprised that 
our readers were any of them dissatisfied with our silence 
apon the subject of the outrage committed upou the person 
of Capt. Wm. Morgan: and we are persuaded that but a 
very few are disposed to censure us on that account. Itis 
true that we have said nothing on the subject ; not because 
we are destitute of feeling, nor because we approve of the 
transaction in any sense of the word; but because we have 
felt it to be a duty to observe a studied silence. 

Our reasons for g0 doing are the following: It is known 
to» many of our brethren, thatthe senior Editor of this paper 
belongs to the masonick institution, and while there exists 


| so great adegrce of excitement, any th'ng we could say 
' would probably be considered as an attempt to justify or 


palliate the offence committed by some of the fratermty 
Another reason why silence is justifiable, is because we 


| know nothing about the matter: and it would be criminal to 


hazard a conjecture on so important a subjcct. 
have taken an active part in the business, would confi 
themselves to facts, we do believe that the perpetrators of 
the deed would be brought to justice sooner than they cau 
be while mere conjectures are sought after with so much 


If all who 


ec 





| avidity, and published to the world with so ready a hand, 


It is true that the violence offered and inflicted opon the 
ill-fated Morgan, is highly criminal}: it is true that the wife 
of Capt. Morgan is in a distressed condition : itis true that 
every feeling & honest heart, while mourning over her, fee!s 
indignant, and justly so, towards those who have deprived 
her of a husband’s protection. But ‘t is no less trae that 
others, whose hearts are no less susveptible, and whose fee!- 
ings are no less worthy of commisseration, are called to 
endure, in consequence of unfounded conjectures, pangs 
no less acute than those of Mrs. Morgan. We could call 


| the name of an individual in this village, whose widowed 


heart has been made to bleed afresh by the insinuations 
which have been sent abroad by thosc who are osten- 
sibly engaged in healing the reptere already made by 
the disgraceful outrage. ; 

On looking over the whole trausaction from beginning 
to cnd, we find little to applaed and much to condema.— 
We shall therefore leave it, to be attended to by those who 
are set as the guardians of our civil rights. For ourselves, 
we know that our hands are unpolluted with the affair; 
and we stand ready to do all in our power to bring the of- 
fenders to justice : we do ardently pray, that we, together 


‘ with many others belong to the fraternity, whoare equatly 
' innocent, may not be proscribed until guilt shall be laid at 


our door. We do hope that justice may yet have its demand; 
but pray God that indiscriminate ce®sure may not hereafter 
be heaped upon all those who are known to have entered the 
precincts of a lodge, or areso unfortunate as to have recciv- 
ed a share of publick indignation on that account and no 
other. May moderation and prudence characterize the 
proceedings of the community: and may Heaven speedily 
restore peace to those from whom it has been taken by a 
concatenation of evils which we truly deplore. —Ep:rors 
Gospet ApvocaTE. 

~ a —> 

THE LIST OF AGENTS, 

Mentioned in our last, is necessarily deferred this weel:. 

—-_o— 

Raleigh.—It was said by Sir Walter Raleigh 
when some of his friends lamented his confine- 
ment under a sentence of death, which he knew 
not how soon he might suffer, “ that the world 
itself was only a larger prison, out of which 
some were every day selected for execution.” 
—The Adventurer. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Greek Fund.—We understand that the fund in the 
hmhds of the Greek committee in this city, is between 
1) and 10,000, and it is calculated, will be increased to 
i5,000 dollars. A vessel will shortly be despatched 
with flour and provisions, and another sent as soon 
afterwards as convenient. The committee intend mak- 
ing application to the Legislature for a handsome do- 
nation in money; and Mr. Bradish has kindly consent- 
ed to go to Albany to promote the application by his 


iveliny and forcible representation of the state of things 
Miller of Ver- | 
mont, who has also recently returned from that coun- | 


as viewed by himselfin Greece. Mr. 
try, has been written to by the committee with a re- 
quest that he will go out as agent in charge of the re- 
mittances.—-N. VY. Statesman. 


The Merrimack chain bridge, which fell on the 7th 


isstant, had beea built about 15 years, and had a span | 


of 220 teet. Itis stated in the Newburyport Herald 
that hundreds and hundreds of individuals bave visited 


its ruins, which preseyt asad and melancholy appear- 


anee—crushed and broken timbers suspended by the 
1. 


massy chains, which hang lazily from the pyramidical | 


abutments, while the beholder instinctively shrinks 
back with terror at the reflection of the situation of the 
two human beings who were precipitated into the a- 
byss beneath, ‘The preservation of these men is al- 
most miracatons, Although hurled down forty feet 


amid chrashing and falling timber, entangled with 
their cattle, they fell without reeciving the least inju- 
ry, and attained the shore, after being for nearly half | 
an hour immersed in water, chilled to. the freezing | 
Mr, Jackson is fur advanced in years, and suf: 


Mr. | 


point. j 
foted sowewhat from the exposure to the cold. 
Charlton eseaped unhurt. 


We learn from the Ballston Spa Gazette, that a num- 
ber of gentlemen of that village have been engaged in 
boring for water on Mr. Disbrow’s plan., When they 
had penetrated to the depth of &0 feet, they found Min- 
eral Water surcharged with carbonic acid gas, which 
contained all the mineral properties of the fountains in 
the village, and rose frecly—a gallon a minute. The 
company penetrated 170 feet, and are now in a mag- 
uesian caleareousslate rock, but have at present desist- 
ed, on account of the weather. At the depth of 50 
fect, the water contained 280 grains of salt to the gal- 
Jon, and the water is said to bear anearer affinity to the 
Washington Fountain, (which has disappeared,) than 


any other spring in that region, and to contain as great | 


if not a groater quantity of fixed air or gas, than that of 
the-Washington Fountain. 

————— 
AsoTICR.—M. Everett expects to visit Auburn; and 
svith leave ofdivine Providence, to attend Divine Service, 
on the first Sabbath in March next, at that placey 











DLED,—In Evie, Mrs. Eliza Terry, wife of Dr. J. H. 
Terry, and daughter of Col. Jas. Crouk, aged about 22. 

In Gerry, Chautaugue co, Major Samuel Sinclear, aged 
about 65, an officer of the revolution. 

In Philadelphia, Victor Dupont, Esq. of Brandywine, 
a director of the U.S. Bank. 

In Cambridge, Ms. Major Loring Austin, aged 36, 
late of the U. S. Army, and Aid to Gen. Brown, in 
the battles of Chippewa, Lundy’s lane, and the sortie 
from Fort Erie. 











Portic Departwent. 


From the Haverhill Gazette. 
THE RESTORATION. 
BARUCH, CHAPTER V. 
Putoff, O fair Salem ! thy garments of mourning, 
The roe which in days of affliction was thine ; 
Again is thy strength and thy splendor returning, 
Again the pure light of thine altars shall shine. 
For a garment around thec, 
Be righteousness worn ; 
Let the gemm’d crown of glory 
Thy temples adorn. 


Arise, O fair city! the brightness of heaven 
Shall scatter the gloom that envelopes thy name; 
To crown all thy honors to thee shall be given 
Mild spiriting peace, and,unchangeable fame, 
The beams of thy glory 
Shall lighten the earth, 
And men of all nations 
Shall bow to thy worth. 


Arise! look around! see thy sons without number, 
Enraptar’d, draw near ftom the east and the west 
In thy blissful retreat, shall the worn spirit slamber, 
The mourner rejoice, and the weary find rest. 
From hate and oppression 
Thy sons shall return ; 
{n the iand of the stranger 
No longer to mourn. 


Each hill shall sink low in the vale it frown’d ova, 
And level the path of thy children shall be ; 
Safe shall they pass, for the arm of Jehovah 
Shall screen them from harm as they hasten to thecus 
To the home of their fathers, 
The weary shalleomé, 
And the foe shall fo tonger 
Compel them to roam, 
—_~e => 
DIVINE SERVICE, 
Will be attended at the Scho House, Dist. No. 2, 
in this village, next Sabbath, (to-morrow, ) at the usual 


hours. ‘ 
Oe @yee— 


MARRIED,—In Portland, Chantanque co. by Ernest 
Mullett, Esq: Mr. Walter Page ‘of Forestville, to Mis 
Mary Dunn. of the former place. 

Iu Biack Rock, by Mr. Fillmore, Mr. Petor 
to Miss Cynthia Dean, 

On the 7th inst. by Mr. Wyckoff, Mr. Wms L. Beebe, 
merchant of Syracuse, to Miss Mary Douglass, of Mar- 
cellus. 

ed 
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